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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 

C. E. Ladd, Chairman. 

1. Whereas the American Farm Economic Association notes with 
approval that the U. S. Department of Agriculture is giving more 
attention to farm management, marketing, crop reporting, and other 
phases of agricultural economics, be it resolved: 

1st. That this Association recommends that the work of the Inter- 
national Institute of Agriculture be better supported by the Federal 
Government, and 

2d. That the Department of Agriculture should maintain agricul- 
tural attaches in the more important competing and consuming coun- 
tries, and 

3d. That the Secretary of this Association shall send a copy of this 
resolution to the Secretary of Agriculture, to the Chairman of the 
Committee on Agriculture in the House of Representatives, and to 
the Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry in the 
U. S. Senate. 

2. Resolved that the American Farm Economic Association extend 
to Mr. E. S. Bayard and his associates, Mr. M. C. Gilpin and Mr. 
Dudley Alleman, sincere thanks and appreciation for their assistance 
in making suitable arrangements and making possible the success that 
has attended the present meeting of the Association. 

3. Resolved that the American Farm Economic Association extend 
to Professor Francis Tyson, of the University of Pittsburgh, a hearty 
vote of thanks for his courtesy and efforts in making arrangements 
for the Twelfth Annual Meeting of this Association. 

4. Whereas we understand that the publications of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture known as the Crop Reporter, the Market Re- 
porter, and the Experiment Station Record have been discontinued 
to the detriment of the farmer, the merchant, the manufacturer, and 
the public generally, the American Farm Economic Association 
urgently requests that immediate steps be taken by the proper govern- 
ment authorities toward the continuance of these publications. 

In the furtherance of this request, be it resolved that the Secretary 
of this Association be instructed to send a copy of this resolution to 
the Chairman of the Joint Committee on Printing, Washington, D. C, 
and to the Secretary of Agriculture. 

5. Whereas it has been proposed that the marketing activities of 
the United States Department of Agriculture be transferred to the 
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Department of Commerce, and whereas the Department of Agricul- 
ture has developed harmonious and widespread relationships in the 
promotion of these activities with the agricultural colleges, experiment 
stations, State departments of agriculture, and State departments of 
markets, and since this relationship has been furthered and developed 
through years of joint State and Federal activities between the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture and the above State institutions, it is the 
belief of the members of the American Farm Economic Association 
that the proposed change would destroy this relationship and occasion 
large expenditures on the part of the Department of Commerce to re- 
establish them. It is seriously doubted if such relationships could be 
successfully reestablished with these State agencies, and whereas such 
a great portion of the marketing activities of the Department of 
Agriculture are so closely allied to agriculture and agricultural pro- 
motion agencies, therefore, be it resolved that the American Farm 
Economic Association go on record as opposing the transfer of the 
marketing activities of the Department of Agriculture to another 
department of the government. 

Be it further resolved that the Secretary of this Association be 
instructed to forward a copy of these resolutions to the President of 
the United States, to the Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture 
in the House of Representatives, to the Chairman of the Committee 
on Agriculture and Forestry in the U. S. Senate, to the Secretary of 
the Department of Commerce, and to the Secretary of the Department 
of Agriculture. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TERMINOLOGY. 

A. J. Dadisman, Chairman. 

These terms are defined according to their general use in farm 
economic literature. 

1. "Farm economics deals with the principles which underlie the 
farmer's problem of what to produce and how to produce it, what to 
sell and how to sell it in order to secure the largest net profit for 
himself consistent with the best interests of society as a whole." 

2. Farm earnings include both farm income and that part of the 
family living furnished by the farm. 

3. Data is plural in form and should be used in the plural only; 
datum is the singular form. These data, never this data. 

4. Tenantry means tenants collectively; tenancy means a form of 
land tenure. The system of tenancy in Russia is bad and the result 
is an impoverished tenantry. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXTENSION. 

R. F. Taber, Chairman. 

New Lines of Work in Farm Management Extension. 

The changing economic conditions during the past two years have 
had a serious effect upon the American farmer and his profits. In 
view of this fact, it was felt that the thing that would be most inter- 
esting to the Association at this time would be a survey of the means 
that the various extension specialists in farm management and rural 
economics are using and planning to use to make themselves of the 
greatest possible service to their farmers under these changing con- 
ditions. While in a few States the farm management specialist also 
does marketing work, it was not thought best to include anything but 
purely farm management work in this report. 

In order to secure the information desired, a letter was sent to all 
extension men, asking the following questions : 

i. What new lines of work are you developing? 

2. What new lines of work do you plan to develop? 

3. What lines of work would you like to develop, but as yet are 

unable to because of lack of material or the proper method of 
putting it across? 

Replies were received from twenty States. The answers received 
have been compiled and are attached to this report. 

While there is an apparent great diversity in the methods used and 
the plans being made among the different States, there still is quite 
a uniformity in the different principal areas of the country. In the 
far West and in New England, because, no doubt, of the extreme 
specialization of their farming business, more attention is being paid 
to cost work on particular crops and kinds of live stock than in the 
past. All the specialists in these areas show great interest in labor 
hours and costs and in methods of increasing efficiency in individual 
enterprises. The States in the far West and in New England, even 
to a greater degree than in the Central States, seem to feel their lack 
of a' suitable background of investigational material. The Central 
States seem to be placing continued emphasis on general farm ac- 
counts and are using the farm accounting and management school 
apparently to a greater extent than in the other areas. There seems 
to be a growing view that more work must be done with the younger 
generation, either through the schools or through club work. This 
interest is no doubt due, as Mr. Robertson, of Indiana, says, to the 
fact that farm management changes are much more difficult to make 
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than farm practice changes, and for this reason the teaching of farm 
management principles is very important before the future farmer 
becomes established on any farm. Other lines of work that seem to 
be commanding increasing interest are the tenancy problem and 
methods of spreading information and teaching methods of interpre- 
tation of agricultural statistics. 

A careful study of the replies to the questionnaire, coupled with a 
survey of the lines of work now being pushed hardest in the several 
States, convinces the writer that practically all specialists feel that the 
time is now here when every State must settle down to the develop- 
ment of a long-term concerted program- which the demonstrator can 
go on and develop in a logical manner. It seems to be the sentiment 
that such a program must include, first of all, sufficient long-time or 
permanent record work on representative farms and in representative 
areas to provide demonstrational material that can be used in a more 
widespread way in the county and State. Also there seems to be a 
general feeling in many States that there must be developed more 
complete investigational material with which to attack the problems in 
a more fundamental way than has as yet been done. In many States 
where very little investigational work has been done, and where funds 
are not available for such work, there is a great opportunity for co- 
operative endeavor between the investigational staff and the extension 
specialist for mutual benefit. If the long-time demonstrational work 
is properly located in the State and carefully planned, slight additional 
work on the part of the specialist will each year furnish material 
which, if properly worked up by the investigational staff, will be of 
great value to all parties concerned. 

The farm accounting and management schools, which have so gen- 
erally been used as a means of teaching methods of farm accounting 
and the general principles of farm management, have now developed 
many men in practically all the States who are bringing forward 
problems for solution that have as yet been untouched in an extension 
way. The whole problem of farm organization, with its thousand 
and one ramifications into the realm of selection of enterprises, crop 
rotation, labor distribution, the farm power problem, etc., is a thing 
for the intelligent study of which we have created a demand among 
the leaders in all our counties. If this demand is to be met, we will 
have to put more careful thought into the matter than has yet been 
required. It means, first of all, the more thorough development of 
our investigational work or better coordination between the demon- 
strational and investigational departments, in order that we may at 
all times keep ahead of our problem, and then along with this must 
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go the most careful thought and study as to methods of presentation 
in an extension way. 

Summary of Replies to Questionnaire. 

(Some of these lines are already well under way in some or all 

States.) 

New Lines of Work Now Being Developed. 

i. Junior work either through clubs or schools. 

2. Enterprise cost work on crops and live stock, feed records with 

live stock, and labor records with crops being accented. 

3. Permanent farm management work following accounting and 

management schools. 

4. Farm management service to special farms. 

5. Farm lay-out work. 

6. Publicity as to value of crop reporting service. 

7. Publicity as to price movements. 

New Lines of Work Planned for the Future. 

1. Farm tenancy work. 

2. Farm management surveys in typical areas and counties. 

3. Demonstrations of efficiency of various labor methods through cost 

records. 

4. Complete cost work on limited number of farms. 

5. Development of demonstration farms. 

6. Surveys as to labor costs of principal crops. 

7. Cost work on orchard development and maintenance. 

New Lines of Work for Which Material is Not Available or 
Method of Attack Not Yet Perfected. 

1. Teaching along various lines of farm organization. 

2. Demonstrations as to methods of reduction of labor costs. 

3. Farm management movies. 



